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SNOW
DAY

Lauren Ailes and daughter Sophie, 2, go sledding Monday at Lincoln Park, where the snow was particularly slick. It was
Sophie's first time sledding, and she kept wanting to go higher and higher, her mother said. SARAH VOLPENHEIN/MARION STAR
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OSU upset of No. 1 Michigan State
harkens back to better days
SPORTS, 1B

NEW YORK – With new options and
conveniences, there’s never been a bet-
ter time for shoppers. As for workers ...
well, not exactly.

The retail industry is being radically
reshaped by technology, and nobody
feels that disruption more starkly than
16 million American shelf stockers,
salespeople, cashiers and others. The
shifts are driven, like much in retail, by
the Amazon effect — the explosion of
online shopping and the related
changes in consumer behavior and pref-
erences.

As tasks like checkout and inventory
are automated, employees are trying to
deliver the kind of customer service the
internet can’t match.

So a Best Buy employee who used to
sell electronics in the store is dispatched
to customers’ homes to help them
choose just the right products. A Wal-
mart worker dashes in and out of the
grocery aisles, hand-picks products for
online shoppers and brings them to
people’s cars.

Yet even as responsibilities change —
and, in many cases, grow — the average
growth in pay for retail workers hasn’t
kept pace with the rest of the economy.
Some companies say that in the long
run the transformation could mean few-
er retail workers, though they may be
better paid.

Retail workers affected by shifting shopper habits
Central to their future
is if wage growth picks
up as duties change
Anne D’Innocenzio 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Laila Ummelaila, a personal shopper at the Walmart store in Old Bridge, N.J.,
collects items for online customers. She says she enjoys her new role at the store
— and the slight pay bump that accompanied it. JULIO CORTEZ/APSee RETAIL, Page 2A

MARION – The wonders of space
might come into the Marion airport’s
orbit later this year.

Preparations for this year’s Wings
and Wheels Fly-in and Cruise-In have
begun, with organizers trying for the
second year to bring astronauts and
NASA’s “Journey to Tomorrow” travel-
ing exhibit to the event, said Terry
Cline, spokesman for the event.

“Our fly-in might possibly be the in-
spiration that (leads) the first person to
step on Mars into aviation,” Cline said.

Every year, the fly-in includes an ex-
hibit of antique cars and planes, a cere-
mony honoring prisoners of war and
soldiers missing in action and plane
rides available to visitors for purchase.
The fly-in is set to take place Sept. 15.

This year is the event’s fourth, and
Cline hopes to include high school stu-
dents in the event by setting up a visit
with the astronauts on Sept. 14 and a
field trip to the proposed NASA exhibit
at the airport.

Cline said he wants to bring exhibits
to the fly-in that will “peak the interest
of the youth.”

“It gives them exposure to aviation, 

Fly-in
backers
hope to
bring in
astronauts
Fourth annual Wings
and Wheels exhibition 
to take place Sept. 15

“Our fly-in might
possibly be the 
inspiration that
(leads) the first 
person to step on
Mars into aviation.” 
Terry Cline
Wings and Wheels Fly-in and Cruise-In spokesman

Sarah Volpenhein
Marion Star
USA TODAY NETWORK

See FLY-IN, Page 2A

MARION – It was a sight to behold.
The arctic temperatures, the icy wind,
the overwhelming snow drifts. Forty
years ago this month, north central
Ohio was buried under the blizzard of
the century. 

As the barometer plunged, the snow
began falling Jan. 26, 1978. A foot or
more of snow fell that weekend, most
of it that first day, with drifts of more
than 20 feet in some areas. In some
places, snow drifted over the roofs of
single-story buildings.

The night before was unseasonably
warm, with temperatures near 50 and
rain after midnight. 

Temperatures at dawn fell 30 de-
grees in two hours. The wind gusted to
50 mph and the wind-chill factor plum-
meted to below zero all day.

In Mansfield, a snowdrift swallowed
a tractor-trailer on Ohio 13, trapping
the driver inside. A picture taken five
days later, when the driver was discov-
ered alive, would be seen around the
world.

The major general of the Ohio Na-
tional Guard compared the impact of
the blizzard to a statewide nuclear at-
tack. 

President Jimmy Carter declared
Ohio a disaster area, dispatching 300
federal troops with arctic gear and 60

pieces of heavy equipment for snow re-
moval.

Later this month, the Marion Star
will take a look back at the storm that
stranded numerous residents, closed
schools and businesses and made a
ghost town of Marion. 

Have a story or memory you’d like to

share? Photos or home movies?
Anyone who would like to share

memories of the blizzard may email
stories or photos to news@marion-
star.com or write to Sarah Volpenhein,
Marion Star, 163 E. Center St., Marion,
OH 43302 no later than Monday, Jan.
15. 

Share your icy memories of the 1978 blizzard
Marion Star
USA TODAY NETWORK

During the 1978 blizzard, snow initially was plowed into the middle of streets
to make two lanes, then later removed with front-end loaders.
MARION STAR FILE PHOTO


