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All leases plus tax, title, dealer fee’s, acquisition fees & options due at signing. 12,000 miles per year at 25¢ a mile thereafter with approved credit. Dealer participation may effect consumer cost.

2017 Honda Accord LX Sedan Automatic
Now on Sale at
Mathews Honda!

Zero Due
@ Delivery 12,000 Miles Per Year
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‘A HISTORIC DAY’: GERMANY APPROVES SAME-SEX MARRIAGE 5A 

COLUMBUS - Who applied
to grow medical marijuana in
Ohio? The state isn’t saying.

After legalizing medical
marijuana last year, the state is
setting up a massive program to
oversee the businesses who
grow and sell marijuana as well
as doctors who recommend it to
patients.

Those who want to grow the
drug must apply with the Ohio
Department of Commerce,
which has already collected ap-
plications to be one of Ohio’s 12
small-scale medical marijuana

farms. 
But when The USA TODAY

NETWORK requested those ap-
plications, seeking to report
where marijuana growers
might be located, the state said
it didn’t have to share the appli-
cations with the public right
now. 

“The requested applications
and cover sheets are not public
records because the Depart-
ment of Commerce has not yet
used the documents,” Ohio De-
partment of Commerce attor-
ney Brian Peters wrote in a re-
sponse letter.

Simply having the applica-
tions isn’t enough to make them

public records, Peters wrote.
The department must have
“utilized or relied” on them be-
fore it has to release them, even
with businesses’ secrets redact-
ed, he said.

Ohio law doesn’t support the
state’s argument, USA TODAY
NETWORK attorney Darren
Ford said.

“Transparency in the proc-
ess of awarding growers’ li-
censes will be essential to pro-
moting and maintaining public
confidence in the State of Ohio’s
regulatory oversight of the in-
dustry,” Ford said. 

It is nearly impossible to
know how many people applied

statewide and where they plan
to grow medical marijuana
without those applications. 

Some cities have revealed
who wants to grow medical mar-
ijuana within their borders. For
example, Green Camp Town-
ship trustees gave their bless-
ing in May to a medical marijua-
na-cultivating facility. Other
cities have passed bans to keep
marijuana businesses out. 

While the application dead-
line for small-scale growers has
passed, and the deadline for
larger operations was Friday.
All applications will be re-
viewed by three firms, which
will score cultivators based on

operation plans, security, quali-
ty assurance and finances.

Those firms will score the
applicants without seeing their
names. The goal is to prevent bi-
ased decisions. 

One possible result: Key
players in the industry could be
overlooked in favor of people
with well-executed applica-
tions. 

Ohio passed its medical pot
law last year. Ohio-grown mari-
juana for eligible medical con-
ditions should be available by
September 2018. Until then, pa-
tients can seek marijuana from
other states where the drug is
legal.

State keeps marijuana grow applications secret
JESSIE BALMERT
USA TODAY NETWORK-OHIO

MARION - Marion Municipal Air-
port will host the third annual Marion
Wings and Wheels, Fly-In on Sept.16
and 17.

If the charity is able to raise addi-
tional funds, the event will be extended
to include a student-focused day on
Sept.15.

The event is meant to salute Amer-
ica's POWs and MIAs. Organizers also
hope to inspire students to pursue ca-
reers in aviation.

The fly-in will include several air-
craft. More details about the types of
aircraft featured in the event will be
available closer to the event. Currently,
organizers are waiting on replies to
several requests they have made for
aircraft appearances.

“We’ve got so much stuff that we’re
hoping is going to happen,” said com-
munications director Terry Cline.

One famous aircraft that will be pre-
sent at the event is known as the “Yan-
kee Lady.” The Yankee Lady is one of
only about 10 B-17 bombers that is still
flight-worthy. In fact, the plane has
been so well-maintained that “it’s like it
just came off the assembly line,” ac-
cording to Cline.

The Yankee Lady “dropped more
bombs than any other U.S. bomber in
World War II," Cline said. Thirty-min-
ute flights on the historic bomber are
available for $450. Tickets can be pur-
chased at yankeeairmuseum.org.

"(Passengers) will experience what
the flight crews of World War II experi-
enced, without being shot at. So, it’s go-
ing to be the experience of a lifetime”
Cline said.

He said the flight will be quite an ex-
perience and that “a lot of people spend
a lot more on a lot less.”

See WINGS, Page 4A
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The Yankee Lady is one of only about 10
B-17 bombers that is still flight-worthy.
Thirty-minute flights on the historic bomber
will be available for $450.

Wings and
Wheels
returns for
a 3rd year
MEGAN NEARY
CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTON - The struggle over
the proposed Republican health care
overhaul in the Senate has covered a lot
of territory trying to replace the Afford-
able Care Act with something palatable
to enough lawmakers, and some of what
is being said in the debate just isn’t right.

A sampling of recent statements and
how they stack up with the facts:

PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP: “Dem-
ocrats purposely misstated Medicaid un-
der new Senate bill - actually goes up,” he
wrote in a tweet Wednesday.

KELLYANNE CONWAY, White House
senior adviser: “These are not cuts to
Medicaid. ... This slows the rate for the
future, and it allows governors more
flexibility with Medicaid dollars be-
cause they’re closest to the people in
need,” she said Sunday on ABC’s “This
Week.”

THE FACTS: The stalled Senate bill

would cut Medicaid by phasing out ex-
President Barack Obama’s expansion
of the program and reducing over time
the number of people who can be on it.

The nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office estimates the program
would cover 15 million fewer people by
2026, a 16 percent reduction. Although
Trump and Conway are correct that
Medicaid spending overall would con-
tinue to rise — and at a slower rate than 

Truth gets fuzzy in health overhaul debate
CALVIN WOODWARD 
AND JIM DRINKARD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See TRUTH, Page 4A

At the Marion County Fair, which kicks off Monday, the pork producers’ booth will

sell pork loin, barbecue pork, pork burger and biscuits and gravy all week, with the

proceeds going to the swine exhibitors. The fairgrounds started taking shape Friday,

with vendors setting up stands, volunteers busying themselves in the animal barns

and fried food trucks rolling onto the fairgrounds. A few mobile campers had already

claimed their campground sites.

Ferrying fair fare

SARAH VOLPENHEIN/MARION STAR

Dan Criswell, president of Marion County Pork Producers, left, and Clayton Lust unload boxes Friday in preparation for
the Marion County Fair, which kicks off Monday. 

Keeping Blake Griffin is top priority
for Clippers during free agency

Sports, 1B


